
 

  By the Rev. Julie D. Bryant, DMin., Priest-in-Charge      

                                                                                                  

Dear Saint Thomas Family, 
 
Our ‘guest columnist’ this month is Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, whose words are most 
helpful to us as we enter this election week. --Julie+ 
 
This is an excerpt from Chapter Nine of Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in 
Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry with Sara Grace, published by Avery, Penguin 
Random House LLC, 2020. 
 

“The Real E Pluribus Unum 
Question: Do I have to love even my enemy?” 

 
    “When I was bishop of North Carolina, a reporter asked me what the biggest challenge 
facing the church was. I answered him, ‘We're wrestling with sexuality now, we know that. 
But I think the greater challenge is this: How do we make e pluribus unum - out of many, one 
- real, without obliterating anybody?’ 
    That's not just the church's challenge. It is our nation's challenge. It is the world's 
challenge. How do we walk together as brothers and sisters, united by some ancient and 
venerated values and hopes, when we also have significant difference and disagreement? 
    We need e pluribus unum now more than ever - because if we don't work together, we'll 
likely work against all our interests. The large-scale problems we face as humans will not be 
solved by isolation. When we're busy wagging fingers at each other, we can't move away 
from the nightmare and closer to the dream. The planet is suffering, and if we don't heal her, 
we're about to feel the blunt impact - some more than others, but eventually, all of us. We're 
all in this together. 
    There's a very real parallel in The Episcopal Church. We spent thirty years fighting the 
culture wars, thankfully with the positive outcome of a church that looks more like love. In 
2015, twelve years after Bishop Robinson's consecration in New Hampshire, we changed 
the marriage canon to be gender neutral. Marriage in the church today is the loving union of 
two of God's divine creatures. We don't use the language of ‘gay and lesbian issues’ 
anymore, we say, ‘issues of human sexuality.’ This isn't about ‘those people’ and ‘their 
issues.' This is about being people and being a church that recognizes and welcomes the 
beautiful tapestry of humankind. 
    On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court in Obergefell v. Hodges ruled that state bans on 
same-sex marriage were illegal. The right to marry was guaranteed for all. And, on June 27, 
I was elected presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church, this time on the first ballot. 
   The enthusiasm that elected me wasn't so much about me, Michael Curry. If anything, I 
gave voice to a widely felt sense that it was time to refocus ourselves as Episcopalians on 
work that would make a difference not only primarily for the church, but for our society and 
global community. 
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Less than two weeks before my election, a lone White supremacist had killed nine African 
Americans at Charleston's Mother Emmanuel Church, the oldest African Methodist 
Episcopal church in the South. They had invited him in for Bible study and a prayer meeting. 
    And later that year, delegates for 196 countries signed the Paris Agreement, a framework 
for international cooperation on actions to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and address 
climate change. 
    These events would help shape my new office's priorities, which we summarized 
as evangelism, racial reconciliation, and care of God's creation. Evangelism is a word with a 
lot of baggage that to me simply means modeling Jesus' love in our daily lives and finding 
opportunities as a church to share that love. Racial reconciliation means healing the wounds 
that divide and separate us as children of God, and care of God's creation means helping to 
heal the planet from destruction and harm. These were all one with the foundational mission 
of the church: to follow the way of Jesus and his love to foster a loving, liberating, and life-
giving relationship with God, with each other as children of God, and indeed with all God's 
creation. Therein is the work of building God's beloved community. That's e pluribus unum 
for real. 
    It may be time we do something similar as citizens of this democracy, to move past our 
differences and step together into hope. Together is the only way to face the challenges 
ahead. We need to find a way to unum even when we know that we the people are 
beautifully, confoundingly pluribus. We need to leave behind contempt. Contempt is the 
belief that the person who disagrees with you isn't just wrong, but worthless. It's a killer 
when it comes to marriages, they've found, and it's no better for any other human 
relationship. Try making meaningful progress when contempt controls the discussion. It's 
like trying to grow plants in radioactive soil. 
    My election signaled our eagerness as the church to move past our internal disputes. The 
same convention that had elected me had also voted to change the church law governing 
marriage. The reform passed relatively easily, signaling how much progress we had made 
stateside, despite a wide range of attitudes toward sexuality. The reaction outside the United 
States was something else. It unfortunately sparked a new global phase of the culture war. 
The Anglican Communion, which represents more than 85 million people around the world, 
exploded in reaction. Simply put, the rest of the Anglican world - in particular, churches in 
many African countries, where more than half the world's Anglicans live - were not ready to 
accept gay marriage. 
    The Archbishop of Canterbury in England - the spiritual head of the communion - 
summoned the more than thirty primary leaders (called primates) from the church's 
provinces around the world together for a meeting. The idea was we'd all sit in a room and 
deal with our differences about marriage. The date of that meeting was delayed until after 
my consecration, possibly in hopes that the same need for fresh air and forward movement 
that got me elected would oxygenate the world stage. And so, one of my first big tasks in my 
new role was to travel to Canterbury to sit in a room, once again, to talk about human 
sexuality and who deserved our welcome as a church. There were those among my brother 
primates who wanted The Episcopal Church - a.k.a. TEC - suspended from the communion. 
I went with a real hope that somehow I could change their minds, or at the very least help 
promote some better understanding of what we had done and why.” 
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Thanksgiving services will be held in-person, physically-distanced with masks, in the 
Saint Francis Courtyard on Wednesday, November 25, at noon and 
6:00 p.m. These services will be available to view on Zoom, as well, 
using the same code and password as Sunday services.  
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Please note: As Riverside County is once 

again in the Purple Co-vid Tier, worship will 

continue to be held outdoors, until further 

notice.  We are saddened to share this news, but 

hope that you will continue to join us outside, in the 

Saint Francis Courtyard for in-person 

worship. Zoom worship also continues. See below. 

 

The Sunday Worship Schedule has changed: 

10:15 a.m. In-Person Worship -- Outdoors in the St. Francis Courtyard -- social distancing 

protocols followed, including the wearing of masks; 

9:00 a.m. Via Zoom (call: 310-625-9377 for details). 

 

If you wish to have Communion delivered to your home, please 

email:  adminasst@episcopalchurchtemecula.org with:  Your name, the number of persons 

receiving, and your telephone number. Also, please let us know if you need Gluten-free 

Hosts.  Please Do Not Hesitate to ask for Communion to be brought to you. We are eager 

to share the blessing of the Sacrament! 

 

 

A mission of the Episcopal Diocese of 
San Diego, St. Thomas is a “pet-friendly” 
church that cares deeply for our beloved 
pets. We work with local senior citizens 
to provide food for their pets and 
support the Animal Friends of the 
Valleys. We also hold a blessing for the 
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, and 
welcome well-behaved pets to attend 
worship with us. 
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Saint Thomas Episcopal Preschool Event 

Friday, October 30, 10 a.m. 

 
 
This Friday, October 30, bring your silliest or mildly spooky self 
(they are preschoolers, after all), and your vehicle decorated 
as fully as you would like.  
 
Set up a display or a lawn chair to enjoy a parade of costumed 
children who need to know somebody remembers they are 
kids who need a semblance of normal in these 

virus-defined days. 
 
The Parade begins at 10 a.m. - don't be late! You might miss your 
favorite superhero or the cutest princess in town. 

Thank you to those of you who donated bags of candy and treats for 
this event. We appreciate your support! Watch for photos in December’s newsletter! 

 

 

Rancho Damacitas Benefits from Backpack Program  
and Book Fair 

 

Thank you to the Saint Thomas family for your 

generosity during the annual Backpack Program 

and Scholastic Book Fair. Many kids from Rancho 

Damacitas benefitted--either individually, as seen in 

this wonderful photo—or collectively, through books 

provided from the proceeds of the Book Fair.  

Seeing these smiling faces brings such joy! 
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All Saints/All Souls Necrology Nov. 1 

 

 

                

The tradition of giving thanks for those who have died by the reading of names of 

those we love but see no longer is a pillar of All Saints and All Souls celebrations. 

Raising their names before God is a particular chorus that thins the space between 

the living and the dead, and allows us to breathe out the losses that grieve us. 

 

Please submit names of those you would like to remember to Mother Julie 

at adminasst@episcopalchurchtemecula.org. If you would like to add photographs 

or mementos to the Remembrance Altar, please contact Mother Julie (310-625-

9377) to arrange drop-off or photocopying so you can retain the originals safely. 

The Remembrance Altar will be in the Saint Francis Courtyard, which will be open 

for visitation until 4:00 p.m. 

 

If you would like to help with setting and decorating this altar or with assisting 

visitors on November 1, please contact Mother Julie to let her know. 

May this remembrance be a blessing, and may those we love but see no longer 

Rest in Peace. 

Julie+ 
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COMPLINE GROUP FOCUSES ON 2020 ELECTION PRAYERS  

Now through November 4, the Compline group has added a 

litany and daily collect focused on fair election and civic 

responsibility, using a novena distributed by Forward Movement 

and the Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations. The 

congregation is invited to join Compline anytime - we meet at 9 

p.m. via Zoom at Meeting ID: 216 377 3567 (Call Mother Julie 

for the Password: 310-625-9377). You are invited to join the 

group through November 4 for 'A Season of Prayer: for an 

Election’.                                                    

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you remember to set your clock to "Fall Back" 

On Sunday, November 1? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

THE VIRTUAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION IS COMING UP! 

November 6 and 7- Details in the Weekly E-blast! 

How are we going to meet virtually? 

Visit the new website at www.ConventionEDSD.org to find out! 

 

Bishop Susan Brown Snook will worship with us on Sunday, 

November 8. She will be confirming a young congregant! More information 

about her visit will be provided as the date approaches. 

_________________________________________________________ 

RECYCLABLES WANTED: 

Please bring them to the church on the second Wednesday of the 

month between 7a.m. - 11a.m. Leave them in front of the courtyard gate. 

It would be very helpful if cans, plastic, and glass are already separated.  

The next collection is Wednesday, November 11.* 

* HELP WANTED:  

We need someone to do a monthly transport of recyclables to the recycling center next to 

Ralph’s on 79S and Butterfield Stage. Please contact Mother Julie if interested: 310-625-9377. 
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Photographs from our Saint Francis 
Blessing of the Animals and Book Fair 
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Health Update 

By Dr. Ed Rather 

 

Preventive Medicine Time! 

 

FOR NOVEMBER, let us all do the following: 

1. GET YOUR FLU VACCINE! 

 
 

2. SOCIAL DISTANCE! 

 
 

 
3. FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS, PLEASE WEAR YOUR MASK! 

 

BLESSINGS for a HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

As always, your friendly but retired Dermatologist, Ed 
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NAVAJO CHURCH OF CHRIST GRATEFULLY ACCEPTS DONATIONS 

FROM SAINT THOMAS OF CANTERBURY 

Dr. Deb Mitchell 

I am sending a huge thank you and hugs to everyone who so generously donated in kind and cash 

to the Church of Christ, Tuba City, Arizona. In addition to food and supplies, we received over 

$500 and were able to purchase 20 1-gallon gas cans, 100 lbs. of rice, 75 pounds of dried beans, 

many boxes of Ramen noodles, 2 large boxes of assorted canned goods, 30 boxes of pasta and 

sauce, 30 hand sanitizers, 25 containers of disinfectant wipes, face masks, body wash and 

shampoo, and 200 bottles of water. My little Mazda CX5 was packed to the roof with the back 

seats folded down. Some items will remain at the church to help the homeless while the rest will 

be allocated to elders and others in need, particularly those living in the “Deep Rez” with no 

electricity or running water.  

Ana Mihok joined me for the 9-hour drive to the Rez. We had a wonderful visit with my friends, 

Pastor Eric Kee and his wife Tracy, who made us a fabulous brunch and shared recent news from 

the Rez. Navajo Nation is on a 56-hour weekend lockdown for the remainder of October, which 

includes Halloween weekend. The sovereign Hopi Nation, located in the northwestern part of the 

Navajo Nation adjacent to Tuba City, occupies 1.5 million acres with 12 villages located on 3 

mesas. Two-lane highways through both reservations are open; however, roads to the Hopi 

mesas are blocked with concrete barriers and Hopi police.  

Coronavirus cases increased by 30 to 10,999 on Oct. 20; however, no new deaths were reported. 

At least 574 people have died on the Navajo Nation from the coronavirus. Recoveries are 7,397. 
On the Hopi Nation, which also serves parts of the nearby Navajo Nation, cases remained at 480 

with 4 reported deaths. Large family gatherings and travel off the reservation have contributed to 

the recent surge in new cases, according to contact tracers. The virus hit the eastern side of the 

reservation especially hard because of its proximity to Interstate 40 and major cities, especially 

Gallup, New Mexico which has a Walmart Supercenter, Safeway, and Lowes. The reservation 

only offers 13 small stores with the average resident driving 3 hours to shop. 

While the hardship assistance payments for individual Navajos are almost ready to roll out, the 

$90 million in federal COVID-19 relief allocated to the 110 chapters is more complicated and 

may take more time. The director stated the first priority is to provide a community needs 

assessment form, which will be distributed to the chapters that will help determine and quantify 

the needs in each chapter. A Chapter House (similar to our city hall) is an administrative, 

communal form of local government in the Navajo Nation.  
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Chapters are semi-self-autonomous, being able to decide most matters which concern their own 

chapter. Typically, they meet in a chapter house where they can also express their opinions to 

their Navajo Nation Council Delegate. Currently there are 24 delegates who represent the 110 

chapters.                                                          

One last interesting fact: The Navajo Nation observes daylight savings time; however, the Hopi 

Nation does not. Our hotel on the Navajo Rez observed DST. Tuba City is on Hopi time so we 

had to leave our hotel at 8:30AM to arrive in Tuba City, 26 miles northeast, at 10AM. 

                                                                                                         

 Deb Mitchell and Ana Mihok                      Deb’s car packed with donations 

 

The beautiful cross in the church made by Pastor 
Eric: Note the crown of thorns, white stole, and 
Navajo Ceremonial Basket symbol on the floor. The 
white center of the basket represents where 
the Navajo emerged from a prior world through a 
reed. The opening from the center of the basket to the 
outside rim reminds the Navajo that no matter how 
much darkness you encounter in your world, there is 
always a pathway to the light.   
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SATURDAY WORK PARTIES AT SAINT THOMAS 

Great progress is being made on refreshing the Saint Thomas property! 

The new flooring is being installed this week to finish the repairs due to the remediation work. 

That means we are finally able to start moving furniture back into the administration wing and 

begin the process of clearing out the sanctuary to be ready for the day when we can meet for 

worship inside once again. To tackle this task, we will be holding work parties every Saturday 

morning, from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Refreshments will be provided. Work to be done includes: 

moving furniture, setting up offices, removing dead plants, weeding, and sweeping.  

Please consider pitching in an hour or two or three and helping with this important effort!  We 

plan to work every Saturday, but we will skip the Thanksgiving weekend. If questions, contact 

Tom Reid: Treid44@bellsouth.net or Tess Crawford: Tess.crawford@icloud.com. 

 

  
Out with the old carpet – in with the new flooring! 

 

A heartfelt thanks goes out to the Men of Saint Thomas (M.O.S.T.) 

who held a work party on October 24, during which they moved the 

contents of one entire preschool classroom into another, cleared out 

a large storage closet, and moved items into the Sanctuary. Your 

hard work is much appreciated! 
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Ingathering: Sunday, November 22  

“Love in our hearts, love is our goal.” Bishop Curry 

Dear Saint Thomas family, 
 I hope you are well and have received our Stewardship letter in the 

mail this week. We share so many blessings here at Saint Thomas 

and you are definitely a blessing to our family. Our blessings also 

include: our worship; pastoral care; worship space; our school staff, 

children and their families; and so many who are working to keep the 

church and meaningful ministries alive. 

 We are moving through difficult times with lots of challenges, but we 

are moving forward. There are plans for how we will return to worship in the church when 

the time comes. We are continually looking for ways to stay connected and look for your 

participation in whatever ways you can physically and spiritually join us. Watch for weekly 

emails and the “Canterbury Tales” to help keep you up-to-date. 

  There are three Special Offerings for November (see envelopes) and on Sunday, 

November 22, we will be celebrating our “Ingathering,” also known as Pledge Sunday. On 

that day, we will collect and present our 2021 pledge cards to God and ask His blessing 

on the future of our church and our stewardship. Please prayerfully consider making a 

pledge of financial support so we can prepare our budget for next year. We depend on the 

pledged amounts to carefully plan all church expenses, which include ministries and 

outreach. Help us to build on our past and create a bright future at Saint Thomas. If you 

have never pledged before, please consider it today; more than just a financial donation, it 

is also thanksgiving for God’s gifts and faith in our future.  

Faithfully yours, 

Ann Little 

Payments can be made through the mail or electronically via the 

GIVE / PLEDGE ONLINE button on the Saint Thomas 

website: www.episcopalchurchtemecula.org. 

Thank you for keeping your pledge current. 
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Good-bye and Thank You to the Liesmans 

 

Please join us in wishing Bill and Andrea Liesman well in their new life in 

North Carolina. We want to thank them for their many years of contributions 

to countless ministries in our church. They will be missed tremendously!   

 

Bill was the Editor of the “Canterbury Tales” for the last few years and was 

involved with Saint Thomas in several capacities: as a member of M.O.S.T., as 

well as the Finance, Diocesan, and Bishop’s Committees, an Acolyte and a 

Lector, and a volunteer at numerous events, including the Gentlemen’s 

Friday Coffee Hour and the Book Club.  

 

Andrea was the Treasurer for the Bishop’s Committee, the founding member 

of W.O.W., and a liason between the church and animal rescue groups; she 

was also involved in Project Touch, acted as an Usher and a Greeter, as well 

as a volunteer at many events.  

 

Many thanks to both of them for their service and dedication to Saint Thomas 

over the years. We pray their move goes smoothly and safely, and we hope 

they enjoy their new home with close proximity to family. We wish many 

blessings upon them!  
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CHRISTMAS TREE FUNDRAISER 

Once again, Saint Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church and School will be 

offering the Wood Mountain Christmas tree, wreath, swag, and garland 

fundraiser.   

These are products we all can use and which are easy to purchase. We 

welcome your families and friends’ support as well. This program was 

successful last year and families were pleased with the quality of the trees and 

other products. We have not been able to offer other fundraising options this 

fall, so your support is especially needed at this time.   

We are setting up an e-commerce site, which will be up 

and running shortly. Sales packets will be available in 

the Narthex for all the school families and church 

members. In addition, packets will be available at the 

10:15 a.m. Sunday church services outside in the Saint 

Francis Courtyard. More information regarding the 

fundraiser will be available in the e-blasts also.  

Orders are due at the church by November 15 or on-line by November 17. 

Ordered products can be picked up at Chapparal High School on December 5 or 

6.  If you have questions, you can contact Virginia: 760-285-6830; or call 

Chantel at the preschool: 951-302-8498. Thank you for your support!                
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