
 

“Via Media” 
The Forum Series “Episcopal Practices and Beliefs” Commences 

The Rev. David Jackson, our friend, fellow 
congregant, and current supply priest started an 
important forum series between the services on July 
28. Anticipating the visit of Bishop Susan Brown 
Snook on October 6, Fr. David has scheduled a series 
of interactive, facilitated discussions framed around 
the book Walk in Love: Episcopal Beliefs and Practices 
by Scott Gunn and Melody Wilson Shobe. These 
discussions will help prepare those who will be 
confirmed, received, or reaffirmed into the Episcopal 
Church by the Bishop.  
 
However, the forums are open to all and the 
attendance at the first one indicates the great 
interest we have in our faith and the way we 
worship. The forum discussions follow a range of 
topics listed on page 2. 
 
Fr. David played a short video during which the 
authors of the book presented the vision of 
Anglicanism as the Via Media, a Latin term simply 
meaning “middle way.”  It refers to the Aristotelian 
concept of the “golden mean” between extremes.  In 

the case of the Anglican tradition, and by extension the Episcopal Church USA, it referred to 
the way between the extremes of Roman Catholicism and the Protestant/Puritan reformed 
Christian churches of Europe in the 16th century. 
 
These forums are an essential part of preparation for confirmands but are open to all, and 
we hope the excellent start gathers momentum as we prepare for October 6.  
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Forum Topics (All Meetings In Julian Hall): 
 

Week 1 7/28/19 Creeds 
Week 2 8/4/19 Prayer 
Week 3 8/11/19 Discipline 
Week 4 8/18/19 Eucharist 
Week 5 8/25/19 Baptism / Confirmation 

Week 6 9/1/19 Labor Day Weekend-- No Forum 
Week 7 9/8/19 Bible 1 
Week 8 9/17/19 Bible 2 
Week 9 9/22/19 Church History and Polity (governance) 
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A mission of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, 
St. Thomas is a “pet-friendly” church that cares 
deeply for our beloved pets. We work with local 
senior citizens to provide food for their pets and 
support the Animal Friends of the Valleys. We also 
hold a blessing for the Feast of Saint Francis of 
Assisi, and welcome well-behaved pets to attend 
worship with us. 
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    BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP—NO AUGUST MEETING—Next Meeting Monday, September 9 from 12 Noon-1PM 
    This is an informal group open to all who like reading and fellowship. The group is reading A Woman of No  
Importance by Sonia Purnell.  This is the story of Virginia Hall, a key member of the French Resistance in World War II 
and an essential part of the spy network that helped defeat Nazi Germany. The group meets in the St Benedict 
conference room. All are welcome. Email Bill Liesman  asiaboill@aol.com for more details. 
     
   FORUMS led by Fr. David—Each Sunday in August and September except Labor Day Weekend. 
    In Julian Hall 9:10-10 AM. See page 2 for topics 
 
    CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST—Project Touch Outreach—Ongoing until August 18th.  
    See page 7 for details on how you can participate 
     
    MEN OF ST. THOMAS (MoST) – Saturday, August 10 at 8:00 AM 

 MoST is an informal fellowship that meets each second Saturday of the month at 8:00 am in Julian Hall for a potluck    
breakfast, brief Bible Study, and sometimes assisting afterwards with maintenance and property projects at the 
church.  All are welcome, including friends and neighbors. The emphasis is on fellowship. Come join the fun! 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS—Sunday, August 11 at both services 
See Page 9 

 
    KNIT W.I.T.S.* (*With Intent to Serve)—Monday, August 12 from 7-9 PM 
    At Andrea Liesman’s home. Email ministry leader Irene Eisenhut for details. See page 11  

 
MINISTRY OF THE MONTH – On Summer Hiatus for July and August 
 

   BISHOP’S COMMITTEE MEETING—Thursday, August  15 at 6:30 PM    

   All Congregation members are welcome to the non-executive portion of the meeting.  In St. Benedict Conference Room.   
 
    WOMEN OF WORTH (WOW)---Saturday, August 24, 8:30 AM 
    In Julian Hall 
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Save the Dates 
 

Blessing of the Animals—Saturday October 5 
See next month’s Canterbury Tales for Details 

 
Bishop Susan Snook Visits St. Thomas 

Sunday October 6 at both services 
 
 
 

mailto:asiaboill@aol.com
mailto:asiaboill@aol.com


 

Rummage Sale—A Success Story on Many Levels 
   

By Bishop’s Committee Member Virginia Patton        
 

This past spring, I sat down with Sandra 
Guajardo, our hard-working Preschool 
Director, to discuss fundraising options for St. 
Thomas Episcopal Preschool.  The 
playgrounds need a facelift, and we hope 
to get artificial turf for at least one of the 
playgrounds.  One option which Sandra was 
keen on was a yard/rummage sale.  “Oh 
no, not a rummage sale!” I could hear 
various congregation members saying.  Been 
there done that several years ago and it 
was so much work and too much mess and oh 
no!  But I said yes as I remembered how 
much money we made in the one day we 
had the sale for the church before, and 
Sandra really wanted to do something this 
summer with the proceeds to benefit the 
school.  We checked calendars, decided on 
dates (July 19-20) and agreed to only have 
one day for folks to bring in items, and the 
advertising began.  This was truly a 
collaborative effort with the school and 
church. That fulfills one of our ongoing goals.  
 
Then the questioning started.  We could not 
have it outside as it was too much work and 
would be too hot.  So, we agreed on inside.  
We continued to call it various things such as 
yard sale, rummage sale and garage sale 
but advertising went on.  Teachers worked 
on advertising signs in the weeks preceding 

the sale and we advertised internally. Then the social media campaign got into full swing the week 
before the sale. By all accounts and judging  by results, it paid off.   
 
Another question was: “Will we have enough items to sell with a small group and limited advance 
notice and only one day for items to come in?” 
The answer was yes. Incredibly items kept coming in in bunches and the tables were filled up and 
overflowing.  We started out with 18 tables which we thought would be too many and ended up with 
23 and were just limited by space.  And the items were good quality and covered every category one 
could think of. 
 
The next question was: “Would we have enough helpers?”  Initial signups for help were slow and the 
worrying began, but we needed to move on and then volunteers kept coming.  Thank you to the church  
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members who volunteered, and those 
from the school.  All the teachers 
helped with great enthusiasm  
during their breaks and before and 
after their shifts. Working together is a 
fantastic way to really get to know 
one another. This was yet another 
blessing.   
 
Our goal to start was to make $500 
and we thought that might be 
optimistic.  However, God was with us 
and the final total of $1,000 was so 
exciting! 
 
Not only was the total fantastic but 
there were so many other blessings as 
a result of the rummage sale.  
Coordination between the preschool 
and the church was in full swing and 
very healthy.  Sandra, our Director, 
worked tirelessly before and during 
the sale and was rightfully optimistic! 
All the teachers were able to get rid 
of “tired” classroom items and in turn 
were able shop for newer and 
different items. Several pieces of 
unsold furniture were selected by the 
preschool for its use as well as many 
children’s books.  Sandra plans to allow parents of students to choose a book or two to take home, so 
this was another win-win.  
 
All the helpers got first pick and great prices on the merchandise, and shop many of us did!  At the end 
many were able to pick from items before they were to be donated, another win-win. Other items 
were selected to be donated to a fellow school person who is in need.  Items were also kept for use by 
the church, and special items were donated to those who could use them.  
 
We welcomed hundreds of new people into our church facility and all were sent home with their 
purchases and a copy of the latest Canterbury Tales.  Together with these newcomers and the variety 
of social media and sign advertising about the preschool and the church, St Thomas of Canterbury was 
able to garner a lot of free publicity.  
 
A final community benefit went to our friends at Angel View Thrift Store, who willingly and gratefully 
received what little was left at the end of the sale. 
 
God was certainly with us as manifested by the wonderful and multiple blessings brought forth from 
our rummage sale.  Thank you, Lord!    
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FAREWELL WENDIFAREWELL WENDIFAREWELL WENDI
St. Thomas Says Au Revoir to Our Pianist
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Saint Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church 

Is Helping Project T.O.U.C.H. Celebrate 

 

 CHRISTMAS IN AUGUST 

  Between Now and Sunday August 18th  Place Item(s) You Can Donate From The List Below 

On The Table In The Narthex For “Christmas In August” 

A Project T.O.U.C.H. Event 

Contact Andrea Liesman (951) 473-7992, Liz Barclay (951) 265-2682, or Jackie Klippert (951) 775-
5236 with questions 
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Shampoo/Conditioner 

Toilet Paper 

Paper Towels 

Comet 

Windex 

Bathroom Cleaner 

Bleach 

Dryer Sheets 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

Razors 

Dishwasher Soap 
 

Pasta Sauce 

Canned Chili (Pull Tab Top) 

Canned Chicken or Tuna (Pull Tab Top) 

Jelly (Not in Glass Container) 

Gallon of Water 

Children’s Books 

Coloring Books 

Candy 

Pencils 

Crayons 

Shave Cream 

Bar Soap or Body Wash 
 



Town Hall 
Meeting 
Summary 

 

On July 21, a “Town Hall Meeting” was held in Julian Hall between 
the Sunday services.  
 
Senior Warden Jon Floth, Junior Warden Frank Rojas, and Bishop 
Committee Members Tess Crawford and Tom Reid brought the 
attendees up to date with our Vicar Transition Process, the potential 
sale of the vacant lot on the north side of the church, the role of the 
congregation during the transition process, the role of and report 
from the Strategic Planning Committee, and the current financial 
state of the church and school.  
 
The Town Hall was well attended with approximately 40 
congregation members present, and there was lively questioning and 
comment. 
 
Your Bishop’s Committee remains committed to open communication 
and collaboration as we continue together on the path to new 
spiritual leadership. 
 
Please keep informed by attending the next Town Hall and/or by 
addressing any questions and concerns to your Bishop’s Committee 
members. 
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Sunday, August 11th at both the 8 AM and 10:15 AM services 
 

Preschool families welcome to participate! 
  

The start of the 2019-20 school year is right around the corner.  We will be 
having a special Blessing of the Backpacks on Sunday, August 11th at both the 
8 AM and 10:15 AM services. This is for all students, teachers and school 
administrators.  Please bring your backpacks with you to church for this special 
blessing. 

 St. Thomas Episcopal Preschool Registration has begun! 
 

INTERESTED IN REGISTERING YOUR CHILD FOR SUMMER OR FALL?  
 

Registration for the rest of the summer and the 2019-2020 school year is now in progress 
and open to the public. 

Don't delay... Registration is on a first come, first enrolled basis.  
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THANK YOU, KATHYTHANK YOU, KATHYTHANK YOU, KATHY
Canterbury Youth Group Show Their Gratitude
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Health Update 

Dr. Rather Addresses Disaster Preparedness 

I have been thinking about disaster preparedness since the recent earthquakes took place. 
I had a few thoughts here and have found these from various sources, including AARP 

material and Patch News. 
 
Firstly, we should design a disaster plan with our loved ones 
and friends. All family members should have telephone 
numbers to call and a designated meeting area. 
 
Second, we should have a list of emergency numbers such as 
911, fire, police, rescue and ambulance services, etc.  this 
should be kept in a strategic and easily accessible location. 
 
Next, create a “go kit,” which is a sturdy and easy to carry 
container. This could be a backpack or a small suitcase on 
wheels. It should always be easily accessible and probably 

kept in the garage. Next, be sure we know how to turn off the house’s gas or oil, the main 
water valve to our home, and the homes major electrical input area.  
 
The things we need stored are: water for 3 days per person; this would be a gallon per 
day per individual. Also, food stored for that  three-day period should include dry goods 
and non-perishable foods such as canned goods. Do not forget to have a can opener, 
infant formula if necessary, and pet food.  Sanitation supplies are most important as well, 
including Kleenex, toilet paper, and similar items. 
 
A flashlight, matches or gas lighter, a portable radio, and cell phone chargers, which are 
cheap and easy to keep,  are all necessary. 
 
We should make a medical kit for first aid including bandages, Band-Aids, a possible 
tourniquet,  a splint of some sort, and both prescription and over-the-counter medications 
which would be necessary.  Also, proper clothing, an extra pair of eyeglasses, and a 
blanket would be important. 
 
Lastly, we should have a list of these items, and we should regularly recheck and refill 
things that may be going out of date--and let us hope and pray that we never have to 
use it! 
 
Until next time, your friendly and retired dermatologist, 
 
Ed 
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Going Yard! 
 
Many, many thanks to some of the Men of St. Thomas (MoST), youth,  and other 
volunteers who helped on July 20 with necessary brush clearing around the church 
for our property’s safety and appearance. 
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Mark your calendar – The Bishop is coming! 

 

Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 

 

"Dear Clergy and Congregations of the Diocese of San Diego, 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the ordination service on Saturday, June 15, and to 

all who have prayed and supported this episcopal transition. I am grateful, honored, and 

overjoyed to serve you as your bishop. I so look forward to getting to know you and your 

congregations and sharing Jesus’ fearless love with you and with our communities. 

 

I look forward to visiting you on Sunday, October 6th.  A bishop’s visit is the visible sign 

of the unity we share in the Body of Christ, and I anticipate that my visit to you will be one 

of the chief joys of my episcopal ministry." 

______________________________________________________________ 

Special Plate Envelopes—August 
As explained in previous 
issues of Canterbury 
Tales, those “extra” 
envelopes in your 
pledge packets serve a 
purpose—supplementing income for unexpected and 
unbudgeted expenses here at St. Thomas. Any contribution helps, 
and if you use the envelopes, whatever is given is recorded and 
receipted as a donation. Please use them! 
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