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As of this writing we are approaching the 4th Sunday of Lent, 
so this special penitential season is well underway. The 5th 
Sunday of Lent is followed by Palm Sunday, Holy Week and 
of course, the Pascha! Easter! The 50 Great Days of Easter 
begins as Easter Sunday fades into its evening. Easter Week 
presents its own glory of alleluia time, concluding this year 
with the visitation of Bishop James Mathes at both Sunday 
services and the Adult Forum on April 23rd. Please plan to 
come and thank him for his ministry in the Diocese and for 
his work on behalf of St. Thomas specifically. There will be a 
special “pot luck” lunch to celebrate the occasion, hosted 
by our fine Hospitality & Fellowship Committee. Please plan 
to attend and sign up to bring your favorite item to share. 

† 

The Bishop’s visitation also coincides with my last Sunday as 
your interim vicar. While my contract was for one year, it was 
extended to allow us to share Lent and Easter together. For 
that I am most grateful. Preparing for Easter together, then 
celebrating the joys of Eastertime with you is a privilege I do 
not take for granted. 
 

It is an understatement to write that I shall miss the church 
and its people—young and not so young! It is important to 
celebrate all we have been able to do together, enriching 
each other’s lives and ministries. I know I am deeply 
enriched by my experience with St. Thomas. Being called to 
be on the interim journey with you as you bridge the time 
between the leaving of the last vicar and the arrival of your 
new long-term vicar has been rewarding at many levels. I am 
deeply impressed by the faithfulness of the membership and 
believe that St. Thomas has nothing but a beautiful future in 
the Temecula Valley and in the Diocese of San Diego.  
 

If I have been able to play even a small role in your 
trajectory toward an increasingly faithful discipleship, I credit 
the Holy Spirit for being our guide. The power of the Spirit 
is palpable in this place and in the hearts of the faithful. I 
urge each of you to continue to be good stewards of your 
time, your talents and your treasury. St. Thomas thrives 
when everyone pulls together to serve God and neighbor. 
As a healthy community, there is every reason to believe 
that you will be able to greet your new vicar with enthusiasm 
and open arms, ready for ministry in the 21st Century! 

 

 
 
 

The week after the 
Bishop’s visitation, I will 
celebrate our 
Wednesday evening 
healing service as my 
own last Eucharist at St. 
Thomas. The weekend 
following, I fly to 
Minneapolis for the 
National Workshop on 
Christian Unity. As a 
member of the Board of 
the Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Officers of 
Episcopal Dioceses, I 
will have the oppor-
tunity to be part of the 
special gathering with our Presiding Bishop, The Most 
Reverend Michael Curry. Please pray for the success of the 
larger church’s dialogues with our ecumenical and inter-faith 
sisters and brothers.  
 

The Search Committee and Bishop’s Committee will keep 
you informed about the decisions and timing of events 
having to do with the new vicar. The process is underway, 
but not concluded. Again, pray for those who have served 
on the Profile Committee and for the Search Committee as 
it works with the Diocesan team to bring St. Thomas its next 
clerical leader. 
 

Lastly, thank you for 
allowing me into your lives 
and ministries. It is a distinct 
honor, and I thank the 
Bishop’s Committee and 
Bishop Mathes for 
entrusting me with the role 
of interim vicar. Since we 
are all part of the same 
diocese, I am heartened to 
know that I will see you in the mix of diocesan life, and look 
forward to remaining a “Friend of St. Thomas,” from now 
on. Be blessed, and may we continue to keep one another 
in our prayers as we respond to all that God is calling us to 
do and be.  
 

Faithfully, 
 

-- M. Eleanor† 
 

 

44651  Aven ida de Missiones, Temecula,  CA 92592  951-302-4566  www.ep iscopalchurchtemecula.org 
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A mission of the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, St. Thomas 
is a “pet-friendly” church that cares deeply for our beloved 
pets. We work with local senior citizens to provide food for 
their pets and support the Animal Friends of the Valleys. We 
also hold a blessing for the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
and welcome well-behaved pets to attend worship with us. 
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Important News 

"!

PLANNED GIVING – LEGACY PROGRAM – April 2 
St. Thomas will be working with the Episcopal Church foundation (ECF) to help us set up a legacy program to allow 

members a to contribute financially through their planned giving. An introductory meeting will be held on Sunday, April 2nd 

after the 10:15 service.  

 

LENTEN FRIDAY, APRIL 7

“Listening For and To God’s Voice” will be the theme for the last night of our Lenten Friday program, to be held on 

April 7th, beginning at 6:30pm. The evening begins with the Stations of the Cross and is followed by a soup and bread 

supper at 7:00pm, and includes a time for discussion. The Lenten Booklet Living Well Through Lent 2017: Listening With All 

Your Soul, Strength and Mind is available in the Narthex. 

 

MAKING PALM CROSSES – April 8 
Please mark your calendars to attend the ALWAYS FUN annual making of the palm crosses on Saturday, April 8th. 

We will begin the day at 9:30 for donuts and coffee and will commence with the palm folding from 10:00 to noon. 
 

NEWCOMERS WELCOME EVENT – April 8 
St Thomas will be hosting a special reception for those persons who are new to our congregation. This reception will be a 

hosted wine & cheese event at the home of John & Tess Crawford on April 8th from 6-8pm. We look forward to seeing you 

there! 

 

RUSSIAN QUARTET PERFORMANCE – April 21 

You won’t want to miss the performance of the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble as they perform “The 

Masterpieces of Russian Classic Choral and Sacred Music” at St. Thomas beginning at 7:30pm. 

 

BISHOP MATHES’ FAREWELL VISITATION – April 23 

The Right Reverend Bishop James Mathes will be with us for Sunday services (8:00am & 10:15am) on April 23. 

Please plan on joining with our church body to thank him for all he has done for St. Thomas and to wish him 

well as he starts his next ministry. 

 

UPCOMING DINNERS ALL AROUND – April 29 

Get ready for a delicious meal of Italian food, as Dinners All Around will be feasting on Saturday, April 29th at 

Romano’s Macaroni Grill, 41221 Margarita Road, near the Promenade Mall. Please see sign-up sheets in the 

Narthex. 

 

SAVE-THE-DATE:   AN EVENING WITH DEAN NORRIS – June 11 
What a special night is being planned with our very own Dean Norris. Having starred in the highly acclaimed television 

series – Breaking Bad, and Under the Dome – Dean Norris will be presenting an engaging evening of insight to be held at 

St. Paul’s Cathedral in San Diego. Please mark your calendars now -- JUNE 11th. 

 

EPISCOPAL NIGHT AT THE PADRES – June 23 
Plan on attending the annual Episcopal Night at the Padres. This year’s game will match up the San Diego Padres battling 

the Detroit Tigers on Friday, June 23 at PetCo Park. More information will be posted soon for sign-ups. 

 

THE CHANE GANG CONCERT – July 14 
The Right Reverend John Chane, former Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, will be performing with THE CHANE GANG to 

benefit the Episcopal Community Services, on Friday, July 14, at The Lafayette Hotel, San Diego. 
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On Saturday morning, APRIL 8th, from 10:00 till noon, everyone is welcome to meet in Julian Hall to help make Palm 

Crosses. If you’ve done it before, you know this is great fun! We will kick off the morning with donuts and coffee 

beginning at 9:30. We need lots and lots of help to strip the palm branches and to fold the branches into crosses. If this 

will be your first time, you’re in for a real treat. Special thank you to Lani Karyn for leading and instructing this event. 
 

BRINGING PALM BRANCHES  

Of course, we also need palm branches. 

Please bring any and all types of palm fronds 

to the church on Saturday, APRIL 8th. We’ll 

use the Mexican Fan Palms to make the 

crosses, and all other types to decorate. If 

possible, please wash the branches with water 

to remove pollen, dust, and “critters”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    AN EXPRESSIVE DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE TEMPORAL & ETERNAL

All Souls Episcopal in Point Loma invites you to this dramatic 

international art exhibition featuring the contemporary work of 

acclaimed Russian abstract expressionist Ludmila Pawlowska.  

It is free to the public and runs from March 30 to May 7. 
 

Thursday & Friday …………… 1 pm to 5 pm 

Saturday ……………………… 10 am to 12 pm & 2 pm to 4 pm 
 

To learn more and/or schedule a tour, visit www.iconssd.com. 
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Its time to make our contributions & dedications 
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Preparing  for Easter 
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Introducing the new members of the St. Thomas’ Bishop’s Committee . . . 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight 

!

STEWARDSHIP 

!

Message from 

I was born in Queens, New York but our family relocated to Huntington 

Beach when I was just three years old. I worked in the accounting field until 

I had my first child, when I retired to become a full time mother. I am now 

married to the love of my life Peter and we have three beautiful children -- 

Travis, Ryan, and Katie. 
 

As my children grew I went back to work at Machado elementary school as 

a librarian. I have been working there going on 18 years now and I love 

reading to the students. My other hobbies are scrapbooking, camping, and 

naturally reading.  
 

I grew up in an Italian Catholic family. When my husband and his father 

started attending St. Thomas I joined them and loved the fellowship. At St. 

Thomas I have served as a lector and intercessor and am also on the first 

Sunday coffee hour team. I am now looking forward to serving with the 

stewardship program on the Bishop’s Committee. 

!

Dear Saint Thomas Family, 
 

As your new Junior Warden, I want to start by thanking Klip Klippert, the past Junior Warden, for
his t ime and outstanding service.  It ’s a privi lege to serve St. Thomas as the Junior Warden, 
which is considered as the ‘peoples’ warden.  I t is my strong desire to fulf il l that job description 
and invite your participation to make that happen. Please let me know if you have any concerns, 
comments or thoughts that you would l ike to express or make known.  I will  strive to be an 
effective lia ison for the people of  Saint Thomas and to help in every way possible. 
 

This month I  would like to highlight the launch of a planned giving or legacy program at St. 
Thomas.  This is nothing new to the Episcopal Church and you may not be aware that an Episcopal 
Church Foundation (ECF) exists.  One def inition of planned giving is to arrange for a contribution 
today for some future date, which can be accomplished in numerous ways (some examples would 
be wills, trusts, real estate and insurance instruments, etc.).  As stewards of the resources with 
which we have been blessed, planned giving is a natural extension of the regular tithes and
offerings we make throughout our l ives as members of  our Church.  Per Mother Eleanor, planned 
giving can be many things and could include small steps such as naming a Church as a contingent 
or secondary benef iciary for a portion of  one’s l ife insurance policy. St. Thomas is hosting a 
planned giving forum on Sunday, April  2 nd after the 10:15 service with the purpose of promoting 
thought and discussion on establishing our own program.  I hope many of you wil l  be able to 
attend. Please know we will  also have information avai lable to anyone wanting to learn more. The 
launch of a St. Thomas planned giving program will  help our wonderful Church ensure greater 
financial stabil ity and flexibil ity in helping meet commitments and ministries well  into the future. 
 

Warmest Regards, 
John Crawford, Junior Warden  

!

Jeanne Hicks and her husband, Peter. 

%!



!

 

 

A Conversation with Dean Norris: 

"Ethics and Morals Breaking Loose" 
June 11th at 5:45pm, St. Paul's Cathedral 

 

An exciting evening is planned after the 5:00pm Evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral in San Diego. A wine & cheese 

reception will be held prior to the program. Dr. David Moseley will interview Dean Norris and show clips from the Emmy 

awarded "Breaking Bad" series. This event is a fundraiser for the Ministries of St. Thomas of Canterbury! Come, have a 

terrific evening and invite your friends and neighbors to be part of this unique opportunity! More details to come.... 

!
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Linen Love is an ongoing opportunity for the Episcopal Church to shower compassion 

on refugees who are seeking a safe haven. St. Thomas has just delivered our first 

carload of linens to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in San Diego. Operated by 

Refugee.Net, the Linen Love program seeks to serve the needs of refugees as they 

continue to arrive and are in need of housing and the basic supplies of a household. 

Many of these refugees have escaped their county with little more than the clothes 

they are wearing. This program seeks to 

provide gently used goods that will be put 

to great use. The next time you clear out 

your linen closet (pillows, sheets, blankets, 

etc.), please make sure to support this worthy cause! Simply bring your 

donation to the church and it will be delivered to the program. If you  

have any questions or would like to get involved further, please contact 

Irene Eisenhut.  

 

 

 

Save the Date 

Ministry Update 

!

!
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PEOPLE'S CLIMATE CHANGE MARCH 

Saturday, April 29, 10:00am – 1:00pm 
Waterfront Park, 1600 Pacific Highway, San Diego, 

92101 
 

On Saturday, April 29, people will come together for a 

massive climate march in Washington, DC to fight against the 

forces that threaten the future of our planet, the safety of our 

communities, and the health of our families. 
 

We will march for our families, air, water, and land. We will 

march for clean energy jobs and climate justice. We will 

march for our communities and the people we love. And we 

will be louder and stronger than ever before.   
 

A Special Petition to the Churches of the Episcopal 

Diocese: Those of us who believe that we serve God best by 

being good stewards of creation must step up to combat 

climate change. Will you join St. Paul's Episcopal Cathedral in 

fielding a contingent from your church to march? St. Paul's 

will march under our banner--can you bring yours? For more 

information, please contact Phil Petrie, (619) 298-0464. 

!
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Health Update 

Hooray! Our AED is here! It is located on the wall between the Narthex and Julian Hall. Being able to obtain this vital 

piece of equipment is a testament to all of our members. Thanks particularly go to a group of ladies who sponsored 

raffles, silent auctions, the beautiful quilt donated and raffled by Deb Mitchell, as well as many individual donations. Also, 

thanks to everyone for your efforts in acquiring our AED, as this has been such a worthwhile goal/necessity, which can 

serve both, school and church. We now pray that we will never need to use it. 
 

Now, what is an AED?  These letters stand for "automated or automatic external defibrillator". It is a lightweight, portable 

device that allows easy access for an event away from where the unit is located. It has been developed to deliver an 

electric shock through the chest to the heart. It is for sudden cardiac arrest, which is an abrupt loss of heart function that 

would quickly lead to death if not treated within a matter of minutes. 
 

Most sudden cardiac arrests result from ventricular tachycardia and ventricular fibrillation. An AED makes it possible to 

respond to a medical emergency rapidly and can be used by non-medical people.  They become a part of an emergency 

response program, which also includes CPR, and rapid use of 911. The AED works by a built in computer, which checks 

the victim's heart rhythm through adhesive electrodes. The computer tells us whether defibrillation is needed. If it is, a 

recorded voice tells the rescuer exactly what buttons to use and how to set the unit up. Next, it will tell us to press the 

shock button on the AED. I want to emphasize that non-medical rescuers can do this extremely well. Interestingly, if a 

shock is not needed, the AED will instruct us NOT to use the machine. This wonderful little computer analyzes everything 

that we need to know almost always. 
 

Learning about our AED is most important and we will soon set up a class to be instructed on how to use it. We also want 

to have a CPR class for anyone that wishes to take it. We would like to always have two or three people from each service 

to know what to do in case of emergency.  Even without this training, the beauty of it is that untrained people can use an 

AED to save someone's life. Being afraid to do something is not an option, and Good Samaritan laws protect all so there 

is no fear from legal problems. 
 

So, please plan on learning about our AED; thanks go to those who have volunteered to make sure the unit is properly 

maintained with monthly checks. By the way, when you open the door of the cabinet, it sets off a loud alarm!  That is 

enough excitement for me!   
 

As always, your friendly (but retired) dermatologist, 
 

                                              -- Ed 
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Thank you to Pete Hicks for installing 

our AED. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
As has been announced the last two weeks, our search for a new vicar at St. 

Thomas has begun in earnest. The search committee met at length this week 

with two promising candidates pre-screened by the diocese. The interviews 

were conducted using the recommendations compiled by our Profile Committee 

at the end of last year as a guide, and all recommended points were touched 

on. There may be additional candidates and if so similar interviews will be 

conducted as soon as practicable. The goal expressed by the Bishop is for us to 

be able to call and name our new Vicar by Easter, and for our Vicar to be in 

place by the end of June. We continue to be on target to meet this goal.  We 

continue to be encouraged that the actual search and call process is making 

considerable headway, and as soon as more information is available it will be 

announced. 
 

If any clarifications or questions are required please call me. Thank you. 
 

Bill Liesman 951-333-3544 
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St. Thomas celebrated Shrove Tuesday Pancake Breakfast at The Corner Bakery….. 
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Fellowship Fun 
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Next Dinners All Around will be on 

April 29 at Romano’s Macaroni Grill!



 
Dear Parents, 

Happy Lent/Easter season!  This month the children will hear the stories : Jesus Raises Lazarus, Palm Sunday-Rainbow 

Parade, Easter-Jesus is Alive, and Doubting Thomas. 
 

Registration for summer and the 2016-2017 school year is now in progress. There is a table set up in the hall with all 

the information you will need. Registration is on a first come, first enrolled basis. I can only hold a spot for your child 

for the fall if the one page registration form is filled out and the materials fee is paid. Registration for summer is easy 

as well. Fill out the summer registration form and return. There is no registration or materials fee for our summer 

program.  
 

All school Easter Egg Hunt Thursday April 13th –please bring 1 dozen plastic filled eggs per child. If this is not your 

regular day, you may bring your child for the egg hunt. Check with your child’s teacher for the time and bring your 

camera!
 

Spring progress reports will be complete and given to you by the end of April. Your children have grown so much 

since the fall evaluation period! 
 

Spring Picture Day was really fun. Picture proofs will be here very soon. If you like the pictures, just order online. 
 

Parent survey results are being processed. If you have not yet turned in your survey please do so by April 6th. Your 

ideas and comments are valued and important. Thanks for your help.  
 

God answers Prayers. Thank you for all your prayers and intentions that are placed in our prayer jar. Our children like 

praying for their friends and families.  
 

Some parents have asked about the tuition increase starting in September. Tuition payments are divided and used 

for Teacher salaries-60%, School Building, Maintenance, Consumables, and utilities-25-30% and Curriculum supplies-

10-15%. These are approximate percentages. Over the past year we have done a lot of behind the scenes 

improvements such as hourly wage increases for teachers, paid curriculum planning time for teachers, purchased 

planning books and curriculum materials for teachers, better communication with parents via folders and weekly 

inserts, and classroom facelifts. Transparency is important to us here at S.T.E.P. Thanks for asking.  
 

Calendar dates –All school Graduation Thursday June 15th at 10 am Reception to follow in the hall. Everyone is 

invited to this end of the school year celebration. Please bring two dozen treats to share. They will be served at the 

reception. Suggestions include, cookies, muffins, bagels, chips, any finger food is welcome. No nuts please. School 

will remain open until 6:30pm on this day.  

June 16th School will close at 12:30 for teacher in-service. Please make sure your child has a lunch on this day or 

pick up your child at 11:50am Thanks! 
 

We are planning a parent work party to assemble all the exciting new play structures and place them on the 

playground. Please sign up on the parent board for the day that works best for you. 

Parent Reminders: We are closed on April 14h-Good Friday. I will be out of the office on Wednesday April 5th for a 

Diocesan meeting. Keep bringing in plastic bottles and aluminum cans- we appreciate the support! Please sign in 

and out each day with a full signature....it’s the law. Please take a minute to read the information on the parent 

board and the optional programs board. We want you to stay informed! 
 

Easter Joy and Blessings, 
 

—Darlene Versteegh 

 

April 2017 News and Notes 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good, and his love is eternal. 

 --- Psalm 118:1 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday 
5:00pm Holy Eucharist 

 

Sunday 
8:00am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Holy Eucharist 

10:15am Children’s 

Chapel/Sunday School 
 

Wednesday 
7:00pm Holy Eucharist 

 


