
Christmas Eve Service 
Daily Evening Prayer: Rite Two - Adapted for the Occasion 

10 p.m.  

Preludes ‘God Rest ye Merry, Gentlemen’, ’For Unto Us A Child Is Born’ and  
  'Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming' 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him.    Psalm 96:9 

Opening Hymn ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’ 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  

Psalm 98                                                                                                                                        Melissa Christiansen 
 prayed responsively as indicated 

Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

With his right hand and his holy arm * 
 has he won for himself the victory. 
The Lord has made known his victory; * 
 his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; * 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
Sing to the Lord with the harp, * 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
 shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
 the lands and those who dwell therein. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 
In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
 and the peoples with equity. 



Sing to the Lord a new song, * 
 for he has done marvelous things. 

The Lessons 

Lector  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 52:7-10                                                                   Gina Diamante 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
who announces salvation,  
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Musical Offering ‘Gloria’  

Lector   A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Hebrews. 1:1-12                                                                 Barry Weiss 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is 
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his 
powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

"You are my Son; today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 
"I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 
"He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says, 
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 



therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 
"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
they will perish, but you remain; 

they will all wear out like clothing; 
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, and your years will never end." 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel 

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 1:1-14 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to 
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the 
will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, 
full of grace and truth. 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily 

Musical Offering ‘Mary, did you know?’ 

The Apostles' Creed 

Officiant and People together, standing as they are able  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
       and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 



     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
 And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

Musical Offering ‘Ode to Joy’ 

Officiant That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 
People  We entreat you, O Lord.  

  That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, 
  and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 

  That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of Thomas and all your  
  saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
  We entreat you, O Lord. 



The Collect for Christmas 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have 
known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Peace                                                                                                                                   Melmar Almodiel 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your servants, 
that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, 
being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ 
Jesus our Savior. Amen.  

A Collect for Aid against Perils                                                                                                Cynthia McCormick 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this 
night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
A Collect for Protection                                                                                                                            Jim Brohlin 

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the 
dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the 
coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

A Collect for the Presence of Christ                                                                                          Marimel Almodiel 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our 
hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. 
Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.  

A Collect for Mission                                                                                                                        Melmar Almodiel   

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, all nations obey 
you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Musical Offering ‘O Holy Night’ 

The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 



by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

Musical Offering ‘The First Noel’ 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom                                                                                                                     

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the  midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  

Officiant Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  

The Officiant concludes 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Romans 15:13 

Closing Hymn ‘Silent Night’ 
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