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Blessèd
Christmas!
Dear Friends,
Following a period of discernment regarding the relocation to a new ministry closer to
our grandson, Thomas, and his family, who live in New Jersey, I have received and accepted a call from a church in the Diocese of New Jersey. I hope all of you have had
the opportunity to read my farewell letter that was distributed previously via an email
blast. My last day of work at Saint Thomas of Canterbury was Monday, November 30.
(I will be taking the month of December as earned vacation time.) As I write this letter,
I realize that it is my final personal column for CANTERBURY TAILS; and saying ‘Goodbye’ isn’t always easy.
So…perhaps, St. Paul says it well:
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable
and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself
more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one
body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Continued page 2

Caring for All Seasons
(Year ‘Round Stewardship)

Stewardship of our Health
(December, January & February)
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who
weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans, Chapter 12)

Blessings,
Robert 

GOD BLESS EACH OF YOU IN YOUR JOURNEY!

We are pleased to announce that the Rev. George Keith and the Rev. Dr. Kate Baird will be joining
us at St. Thomas for the months of December and January.
Please welcome both warmly into our church family showing them the hospitality we greet all our
guests and friends with as they enter into our home for a visit.
Rev. George Keith
George Keith is a retired priest in the Diocese of San Diego. He retired after almost 17 years at St.
John's, Chula Vista. He came to this diocese from the Diocese of New York where he served two
Manhattan churches. Prior to ordination, he worked for the Church Pension Fund, in the New York
Theater in various positions specializing as producer, director, and playwright, and taught theater in
the public schools in Texas. In retirement, he and his wife Joan live in Borrego Springs.
Rev. Dr. Kate Baird
After a successful career as a wetland scientist, I was ordained an Episcopal priest in 2011 in the Diocese of Arizona. My primary call is to serve the unchurched and the disillusioned. Having worked
with today's young adults, experience has shown me much of their knowledge of God comes from
external media. I believe there is a great need and an even greater opportunity to introduce them to
a loving, socially conscience God and to the Episcopal Church. My outreach has ranged from storytelling and comedy to interactive campus activities. I currently supply at ECC’s Trinity Chapel and
preside over a monthly Candlelight Compline Service at All Soul’s Episcopal Church Point Loma.
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Dinners All Around
Christmas Party
Saturday, December 12 – 6:30 to 9:00 PM

hosted by Kay & Ed Rather
Join us for the last fun fellowship event of 2015!
Hosts will provide the setting and the entrée.
Please sign up to bring side dishes, salads, desserts, or beverages for the meal.
Any questions – please contact Laura Palma at 562-225-1618.
Sign up in Narthex.

See you there!!

The Greening of the Church
Don’t miss this joy-filled, wonderful opportunity
for both fellowship and service to the church.
Sunday, December 21

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE
CHRISTMAS EVE – THURSDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 24
4:00 pm:

Family Eucharist with Pageant—All children and youth are invited to

10:30 pm:

Special Music for Christmas—Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity

11:00 pm:

Midnight Mass with incense—This time-honored service brings with it

participate—even if they are “just visiting” the area for Christmas.

to listen to and sing many of the most beloved carols and hymns. (Attending this musical prelude to the Midnight Mass will also help to ensure that you get a good seat for the service.)
the beloved ceremonial and music of a traditional Anglican celebration of the Nativity of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

CHRISTMAS DAY – FRIDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 25
10:00 am:

Said Eucharist with hymns—On this day, there will be a single celebra-

tion of the Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am. It will be a said Eucharist with hymns.
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FIND THE KIDS’ SLIPPERS!
Come one, come all, to our annual
St. Nicholas Day Celebration

It begins at 10:15 am on Sunday, December 6th with a festive celebration of the Eucharist. At
the conclusion of the Eucharist, kids don their slippers as they leave their shoes around the altar rail in anticipation of a visit from Saint Nicholas. Everyone heads over to Julian Hall for
food and beverages and a visit from Saint Nicholas himself. Bring those cameras!.
This event is for EVERYONE don’t forget to pick up those gift-filled shoes on your way home!

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH
This year, Saint Thomas of Canterbury
will adopt two families. To help with
this important outreach ministry, just
select any number of tags from the
Christmas Tree in the Narthex.
Purchase the gifts, wrap them and mark
them with a label that identifies the
contents. For example, “Boys shirt, size
16.” Return the packages to the table as
soon as possible, but no later than Sunday, December 14. Let’s help make this
a joyous time for those in need!

CAR SHOW COMING TO SAINT
THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
Mark your calendars now!
On Saturday, February 13, we will host a very
special Classic-Car Show.
4
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Prayer Beads Are Booming
by Pamella Bowen
Beads for Peace, which originally came about as a way for me (Pam Bowen) to earn funds to donate to peace charities, has been fulfilling an unexpected but gratifying role lately. In my first
sale here at Saint Thomas, I expected to sell quite a few strings of Anglican prayer beads. After all, we are Episcopalians, and many of us have seen or heard of Anglican rosaries or prayer
beads.
Recently, however, I have been selling Anglican prayer beads to non-Anglicans. At a craft fair
held by Shepherd of Life Lutheran church in Lake Elsinore, I sold half a dozen strings to Lutherans. Later, I sold a couple strings to others of unknown affiliation at a music event. Since
the attack on Paris on November 13, people seem to be conscious of the precarious state of
peace in the world, and perhaps they think some prayers are in order. Whatever the reason, it
is a pleasure to see our prayer tool being sent out into the world to bless others.
Another opportunity for you to support Beads for Peace is coming on the weekend of December
12-13, here at church. A new supply of prayer beads will be available, as well as motherdaughter (or grandmother-granddaughter) bracelet sets, earrings, and other items suitable for
gifting. You can cross some more people off your list and give a gift of peace to the world at the
same time. Wow!

Temecula Food Pantry
By Barb Pugh

We thank Keen Haynes and Don Bowen for making the 1500-mile motorcycle trek in September. The
congregation’s generous pledges gave the committee $527.75 to buy toiletries, socks, underwear, etc,
for our neighbors-in-need who are served by the Pantry. Our committee has the fun opportunity of filling up carts with these goodies just in time for Christmas.
In view of the projected El Nino rains, there is an additional and desperate need for rain parkas. We will
put a box for your generous contributions for this mission. Don’t spend a lot! The clear plastic parkas
will do nicely.

The MUSIC BOX
NEWS about MUSIC at Saint Thomas of Canterbury
Our music ministry is OPEN TO ALL, and we invite you to sing
with us. If you are interested in joining us, please contact
Music Director Stephen Sturk by phone or email:760-443-9667,
sturkdma@gmail.com. Or, better yet, speak with Stephen, or with
our pianist Wendi Turk, after a service. Our choir sings at the 10:15 a.m. service every Sunday
throughout the year.
We generally meet for practice on Sunday mornings at 9:15.

Just come join us in the Sanctuary at 9:15 on Sundays!
(Occasional Thursday evening rehearsals may be scheduled to help prepare music for
major holidays.)
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
SUNDAY MORNING [YEAR ‘ROUND]
CHILDREN AND YOUTH: The Christian Education offerings on Sunday morning provide something for everyone from birth through high school. And, while there are different activities for children/youth at various stages of their spiritual development, there are no set ages for each activity. That is, parents are encouraged to help determine which Sunday morning activity would be best for their children. Also, adults
who are interested in helping with this important ministry are encouraged to contact the vicar.
Nursery Care (10:00am – 11:30 am): Staffed nursery care is available for our youngest children in
the Saint Matthew Classroom. Children are cared for within a nurturing environment that helps
even our youngest members to feel God’s love.
Children’s Chapel (10:00 am): This worshipful experience is offered to children and youth who enjoy learning about worship through prayer, singing, and listening to bible stories. It takes place in
the Saint Scholastica “Chapel”.
Sunday School (10:00 am): This session includes age-appropriate discussion with adult facilitators
using a helpful curriculum to guide the conversation.
SYNTHESIS CE BIBLE STUDY (9:15 am): This lectionary-based study is facilitated using the Synthesis CE
material that everyone receives after the Saturday and Sunday services.
ANGLICAN STUDIES (2nd Sunday of the month, October – June, 9:15 am in the Saint Benedict Conference
Room): This program consists of discussions with Father Robert about Anglicanism. Topics include the Book
of Common Prayer, the Hymnal, worship style, and what it means to be an Anglican. This is preparation for
adult baptism/confirmation. Also, it makes a great refresher program. Anglican Studies is a great opportunity
for some great discussions. Please come by as your schedule permits. The next session is scheduled for Sunday,
December 13.

FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH [YEAR ‘ROUND]
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP: This group meets at noon on the first Monday of the month to discuss books
the group chooses. More information is available by contacting Bill Liesman 951-333-3544 or email:
asiabill@aol.com. Attend as you are interested in the book being read by the group.
THURSDAY AFTERNOON [YEAR ‘ROUND]
BIBLE STUDY : This is a lectionary-based bible study that uses the Synthesis CE material. This session is held at
Atria Vintage Hills, 41780 Butterfield Stage Road, Temecula, (951) 506-5555. All are welcome. (In transition)

FRIDAY MORNING [YEAR ‘ROUND]
BIBLE STUDY : This is a lectionary-based bible study that uses the Synthesis CE material. This session is held at

the Chateau at Harveston, 40024 Harveston Drive—3rd Floor Chapel, Temecula, (951) 296-5250. All are welcome. (In transition)

SATURDAY MORNING [SEPTEMBER THROUGH MAY]
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY (EFM—10:00 AM – 12:30 PM): “Every baptized person is called to ministry.
The EfM program provides people with the education to carry out that ministry. During the Service of
Confirmation we ask God to "Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their
Baptism. Send them forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before them; ..." EfM
offers an opportunity to discover how to respond to the call to Christian service.” For more information
about EfM, contact Linda Nelson lrnelsonfawn@yahoo.com.
SOME OTHER DAY & TIME -- ?
A TOPIC/SUBJECT OF YOUR CHOOSING: This is an opportunity for you to suggest a Christian Education
offering at a time and day of your choosing. Maybe it’s another Bible Study…maybe it’s another book
discussion group…or maybe it’s something entirely different. Just call or email your idea to Peter
Mandery.
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
WEDNESDAY EVENING [SEPTEMBER THROUGH JUNE]
BENEDICTINE WAY (7:45 PM): What is the “good life” we seek? How can we learn to live with integrity and
compassion, despite the growing gap between public ethics and narrow self-interest? How can we live
fully and well? What sort of people should we as Christians try to be? Benedictine Way is the name for a
group that gathers together in the Saint Benedict Conference Room to explore the answers to these and
other questions through the study of the 1,500+ year-old Rule of Benedict and Benedictine spirituality.
The group is now reading the Rule from the very beginning. We’re taking a complete look at Benedict’s
Rule through the use of Norvene Vest’s book PREFERRING CHRIST. Now is the perfect time for new
folks to join the group. The Benedictine Way group also incorporates worship, prayer, and the use of
Lectio Devina—Sacred Reading. The session is preceded by the celebration of the Holy Eucharist on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm. The program concludes by 9:00 pm. If you’re not able to make the Eucharist, the
conversation begins about 7:45 pm. The content of each session varies somewhat according to our sense
of God’s call to us. For more information, contact Barbara Bundy bjbundy@verizon.net. All are welcome
to attend these gatherings as your schedules permit.
SECOND & FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH [YEAR ‘ROUND]
CENTERING PRAYER (3:45 PM): This group gathers at the home of Deedee Warden. Centering Prayer is a
method of preparing for the gift of contemplation. It gives us a way to begin to respond to God’s initia-

tive. For more information, contact Deedee at dwarden55@verizon.net. All are welcome!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE!
Stewardship is defined in the dictionary as “the careful and responsible management of something entrusted to one’s care”. In Psalm 24:1 we are told “The earth is the LORD’S and the fullness thereof, the
world and they that dwell therein”. The Stewardship ministry provides an opportunity to receive God’s loving generosity and
abundance and offer up our own generosity in service to God and the community. A ministry of giving throughout the year serves as
the underpinning of our faith and our ability to provide a total vision of not only what is required, but what is available within our
own community. The Stewardship ministry provides a foundation for receiving God’s bounty and for giving of ourselves, our time and
our resources.
Our 2016 pledge campaign provides us with an opportunity to commit a portion of our earnings to God and
Saint Thomas of Canterbury for 2016. This year’s theme, “Generosity Without Boundaries” is meant to challenge our thinking of generosity outside of what we may consider our norm. As Christians, imagine if we didn’t
limit our daily generosity? Individuals can only have so much impact, yet as part of a collective greater good our
influence is far more reaching. Let us reflect on God’s generous gifts to each of us and on the meaning membership in our church family brings to our lives. “A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food
with the poor” (Proverbs 22:9). Our generosity does more than just keep the lights on at Saint Thomas of Canterbury. These gifts allow us as individuals and as a Church to go forth to do the work that God has given us to
do.
Our budget for 2016 is based on receipt of $211,500 in pledges this year, $183,500 toward the general fund, and
$28,000 toward the Mortgage Fund. This reflects an 8.7% increase from 2015. During the 2015 pledge campaign
your generous pledges totaled more than $202,000, with 102 pledges made. At the time of the writing of this
message the pledge campaign has received 55 pledges totaling $108,836. As we move through this period of transition at Saint Thomas of Canterbury it is time for all of us to step up as a congregation to support our Church
both financial and as active members. It is through our actions and generosity that we will see Saint Thomas of
Canterbury continue to grow and move from a mission to a parish.
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Darlene Versteegh
Director
951.302.8498
From the Director’s Desk —Hello,

My name is Darlene Versteegh. I am the new school director here at St. Thomas Episcopal Preschool. I am so
blessed to be a part of this wonderful educational facility.
I would like to share with you a little bit about me. I have been married for almost 30 years to my husband
Frits. We have an amazing daughter, Chella, who is a junior at Chaminade University in Honolulu. She is
studying forensic science. We live in Valley Center on 3 acres. We have chickens and ducks and a parrot. I
grew up in the San Francisco Bay Area and my husband is from Indonesia and Holland. We love southern California and have lived here for over 25 years. We also enjoy visiting our daughter in Hawaii.
Please pray for the success of our preschool and Kindergarten. Stop by and say Hi. I enjoy meeting people.
With God all things are possible.
In service to our Lord,
Darlene
Care Bears—Merry Christmas! December
is the most magical time of year! There
are sparkling trees, colorful lights
that light up the dark night. The little
ones will be busy enjoying the many wonders of Christmas. We will be learning
joyous songs, learning it is better to give
to others than to receive, we will be learning about Baby
Jesus why he makes Christmas so special. Please see our
class calendar for up coming school and classroom
events. Learning Concepts: Color-Green, Shape- Triangle
Bible Concept: Jesus is God's son.

Busy Bees—What a wonderful time of year!

December is going to be busy in our hive.
We will be working on a special gift for mom and
dad, make Christmas decorations, learn about
different traditions as we do a class unit on
“Christmas around the world”.
We will Learn about Baby Jesus' Birth and other
festive activities.
Our hive will be Buzzing with Joy!
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and Happy
Please see the class calendar for concepts and
New Year!
other class activities for the month.
School will be closed Dec 23–Jan 1,2016
I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a blessed
Miss Kristin
New Year.
Kinders—December is here, the month
Mrs. Elizabee
we celebrate the birth of Jesus, God's

Super Stars— Merry Christmas! Jesus was born

for us. This month we will be learning about the
advent and counting down to Christmas with
our christmas chain and learning about the ones
who first saw baby Jesus. Wishing you and your
family a very joyous holiday!

Mrs. P. & Mrs. Wood

greatest gift to us. We will learn how
much God loves us, as we learn to give
love to others. Our Bible memory verse is,"
Do everything in love.: I Corinthians 16:14. Our slogan is
"Love God's way. Give each day." We will learn through
stories and songs, what it means to give to others with a
heart of love. In addition to our regular curriculum, we
will be busy with Christmas crafts and practice for our
Christmas program. We will have a Christmas pajama
party and exchange books before the Christmas break.
We are reading short -vowel word beginner books now
and writing sentences. Our printing is really starting to
look good!
I pray that everyone will take time, during this busy
month, to enjoy the music and beauty of the season, remembering the true meaning of this special holiday. May
you all have a blessed Christmas.

Mrs. Hogan
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39825 Alta Murrieta Drive, B3, Murrieta CA 92562
Hours: Monday, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 am - 5 pm
Tuesday 10 am — 7pm
Sunday Noon—5 pm

Donations Accepted at back door
from 10am to 3pm - Mon — Sat
Marna Ybarra - Manager
951.600.0043

God With Us
"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel." Isaiah 7:14
Of course Immanuel means "God with us." In
ministry, especially any kind of outreach such
as St. Thomas Thrift Shop, it is reassuring to
know that God is with those involved.
The Christmas season is upon us as you read
this and the activity at the Thrift Shop mirrors
that in retail everywhere. There is a fundamental difference and that is the opportunity it
gives to project the message of Christmas to
all who enter. There are many needs this time
of year, but none more than volunteers to help
deal with the larger than usual customer traffic
and merchandise turnover. A spare hour or
two donated during this busy time will help
keep the shop in good shape and also help
project the Word to our community. Greeting
customers and accepting donations is one
small way to reach out, and inviting customers
to church on Christmas is an annual tradition
at the shop.
The shop offers a tremendous variety of new
and slightly used items that should make it an
attractive first stop as you check off your gift
giving list. There are decorations, Christmas
trees and lights, wrapping paper and hundreds
of cards to choose from at give away
prices. Clothing and toys are best sellers this
time of year and the book selection is wide
ranging and inexpensive. There is a large and
easy to see display of framed pictures that
make great presents.Larger items like furniture
are in good supply and there are sporting
goods, collectibles, jewelry, and even kitchenware and dishes if you need something extra
for those holiday meals with family and
guests.

There will be a thrift shop merchandise display at
the church December 5-6 after each of the three
services. Just a taste of Christmas themed items
will be on display and will hopefully entice you to
the shop to see it all. Bring donations to the
church that weekend, too--the thrift shop truck will
be there to collect them. If you need a pick up for
bulkier items this season call the shop as far as
possible in advance to arrange a mutually agreeable schedule for the all volunteer and very gray
truck team.
Morning devotions will continue on Thursdays during Advent at the shop starting at 9:30 AM. This is
a good opportunity to start your day with a brief
prayer and bible study and get a leg up on your
shopping.
Please use the coupon nearby for extra savings
beyond the everyday discount of 50%.

Saint Thomas Thrift Shop
Come shop our wide selection of new and gently used clothing, furniture, house wares, books, sporting goods,
collectibles, notions . . . And much more!

With this ad
you will enjoy
an additional
10% OFF!

Monday, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat
10 am - 5 pm
Tuesday 10 am — 7pm
Sunday Noon—5 pm

WE ACCEPT DONATIONS
MON—SAT UNTIL 3 PM
39825 Alta Murrieta Dr., Unit B3 * Murrieta
(Located in the Murrieta Town Center near Toys ‘R’ Us)

(951) 600-0043
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*** A BITTERSWEET FAREWELL ***
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St. Thomas of Canterbury Members Support
Rancho Damacitas at the Wine Country Marathon
On November 20th and 21st, members from St. Thomas of Canterbury volunteered for Rancho Damacitas at the
Wine Country Half Marathon, which began at Ponte Winery and ended with a Wine Country Festival for the runners at the Wilson Creek Winery in Temecula. Pictured are Barbara Bundy preparing bags of goodies for the runners at the finish line, Jack and Barbara Bundy with Terry Rausin of Rancho Damacitas and Jack Bundy with
Christi Piatkowski, Director of Development for Rancho Damacitas in the vineyard by the finish line, and Jack &
Barbara with Steve and Michelle Lee in front of the vineyards at the end of the day on Saturday.
Rancho Damacitas received $19,000 as a beneficiary of the race, and the volunteers had a great time helping the
Rancho Damacitas cause.

***HEALTH***
Hello all. Thinking about you as Kay and I are away for our 51st Anniversary trip.
My most important message is to be aware of depression during the Holiday season and share your feelings, either happy or sad, with family and friends. It is a simple but sometimes difficult thing to open up to others, but
it is good for our psyche and our soul. We ALL need each other actually ALL the time. Sadness shared can
bring gladness once aired!
Next, once again DO NOT FORGET to go for your Flu shot. This is the time. Don't neglect your good
health and the health of others!
And, of course, Merry Christmas season to all.
Sincerely,
Ed...your friendly, but retired, Dermatologist
11
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DEDICATING ALTAR FLOWERS & SANCTUARY CANDLES
Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles may be given by members of the congregation in honor or in memory of
special people or events in our lives, such as: family members and friends who have died (this is often done on or
about the date of the loved one’s death as a commemoration of her or his entrance into the gates of heaven; of
course, the anniversary of the person’s birth date is another possible commemoration date) and in honor of anniversaries of weddings and birthdays, the birth of a child, a graduation, etc., The sign-up sheets are displayed in
Julian Hall to request a dedication; one for Altar Flowers and one for Sanctuary Candles.
If you would like to make a dedication, simply write your name and telephone number
on the line next to the date that you wish to choose. We will call you to acquire the necessary information that will appear in the Sunday Bulletin for that date.
Suggested donations:
Altar Flowers—$25.00; Sanctuary Candles—$5.00.
If you have any questions about this new arrangement, please call the Church Office.

Flowers

Sanctuary Candle

December 5 & 6

Advent—No Flowers

In loving memory of John Robbins
brother of Harry Robbins

December 12 & 13

Advent—No Flowers

For Father Robert
Thanksgiving for 20 years’ service to our Lord.

December 19 & 20

Advent—No Flowers

In honor of the birthday of Cathy Lilly
daughter-in-law of Mary Lou Thomas

December 26 & 27

Christmas Flowers

Available

WEEKDAY CELEBRATIONS OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST
The Holy Eucharist is celebrated on Wednesdays, at 7:00 pm.
The Laying on of Hands and Anointing with Oil for Healing is generally available at each service. The special commemorations for the Wednesday services for this month are identified below.
First Wednesday, December 2

Saint Nicholas of Myra (aka Santa Claus)

Second Wednesday, December 9

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Third Wednesday, December 16

Ralph Adams Cram, Richard Upjohn, John LaFarge

Fourth Wednesday, December 23
Fifth Wednesday, December 30

Saint Thomas the Apostle (transferred)
Thomas Beckett (Saint Thomas of
Canterbury (transferred)

WE ARE A PET-FRIENDLY CHURCH

Saint Thomas of Canterbury is a ‘Pet-Friendly’ church. That means we care
deeply for our beloved pets. Not only do we love them, care for them, and pray for them,
but we also help senior citizens to feed their pets, we support the Animal Friends of the
Valleys, we bless them for the feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, and we invite our wellbehaved pets to attend worship with us.
12
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CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY?
Why not share the joy of birthdays and other special occasions by donating a $10 Target gift card to
Rancho Damacitas for a birthday there? Your gift
will be a special surprise for a child and can lift up a
spirit. Think about it—spread a little happiness to
those who need some joy in their lives!

REQUESTING HOLY COMMUNION
BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME

SPECIAL OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR
DECEMBER —Saint Nicholas—December 6;
Christmas Flowers—December 6; Our
Lady of Guadalupe—December 12;
Christmas Day—December 25. The envelopes are located with the other Offering Envelopes arranged in date order. Many thanks for your spirit of generosity.

The current selection
for this lively informal
group is The Fifth
Gospel, a best selling
historically based novel
by Ian Caldwell. It is a
long novel but please
join the group even if
FLOWER & SANCTUARY
you have just started it
CANDLE CHARTS
or only want to! The group meets the first MonThe sign-up sheets for dedicating Altar
day of the month, so in December this means
Flowers and Sanctuary Candles are in
December 7, in the St. Benedict conference room
Julian Hall for you to sign-up for those
special Sundays. Our tradition is to have Altar flowers at noon and adjourns strictly at 1 PM. For more
given by members of the congregation in honor or in info please call Bill Liesman at 951-333-3544 or
memory of special people or events in our lives, such email him: asiabill@aol.com

One of our Eucharistic Visitors, trained
to bring Communion to parishioners who
are unable to get to church due to illness or injury, would be happy to bring
Holy Communion to you. If you would
like to receive Holy Communion from one of our
Eucharistic Visitors, please call the church.

as: family members and friends who have died and in
honor of anniversaries of weddings, baptisms, confirmations, and birthdays, the birth of a child, a graduation, etc. You may do the same for the weekly Sanctuary Candle that burns in the church indicating that the
Blessèd Sacrament is reserved in the Aumbry. A
$25.00 or more contribution for flowers and a $5.00
or more contribution for a candle are suggested.

HOLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTION
Whether your children are already
receiving Holy Communion or not, if
you’d like them to have instruction
about receiving Holy Communion,
please contact our Priest..

ORDER OF DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

PRAYERS AND SQUARES. Prayers & Squares is an
interfaith outreach ministry that combines the gift of a
hand-tied quilt with the gift of prayer for someone in
need. The essence of this ministry is in the prayers offered
for the recipient; it is not about the quilts. No experience
with quilting needed. We'll be happy to teach you.
Other tasks include ironing and cutting fabric, placing ties in quilts, organizing fabric, etc. Contact Deb
Mitchell - 951-440-1919. Please join us on Friday mornings, 9:30 to noon for a spiritually fulfilling gift of your
time. If you would like to support this ministry but cannot
physically help, donations (fabric, batting, thread, your unused sewing machine, or monetary) are always welcome.

CANTERBURY TRAILS HIKERS

The Canterbury Trails Hikers meet up at church at 8 am
on a scheduled Saturday of each month.
the second Tuesday at 6pm in the Saint Benedict
Please see article on
Conference Room to share an hour of prayer, Bible study
page 3 & contact Deb
and most inspiring discussion. We are seeking new memMitchell (text/call)
bers. Our order is devoted to prayer, study, and action “for
951-440-1919
His sake.” God has blessed us with new spirit and excitefor
further
information.
ment; we expect to increase membership from six to ten or
… are a group of women who meet once a month on

eleven by January. WE’RE EXCITED!!!
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LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
One of the most fulfilling and joyful things to do is to follow God’s call that leads to us exploring the possibility that a
ministry of ours might be to participate in worship as a Liturgical Minister. You may feel a call to the ministries of usher,
altar guild, acolyte, greeter, chalice bearer, intercessor, and/or lector. You can find out more about these ministries by
going to our website (episcopalchurchtemecula.org) and clicking on ‘Connect’ and then on ‘Customaries.’ Please give
prayerful and thoughtful consideration to your becoming involved with one or more of these ministries. If you think
that God may be calling you to one of these ministries, please contact the Ministry Coordinator (listed below) or
Father Robert. You’ll be glad that you did!
MINISTRY COORDINATORS
Greeters
Ushers
Chalice Bearers
Lectors/Intercessors
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Music (choir & instruments)

John Crawford (951)378-3900
Chris Junger (951)609.6948
Joyce Carney (951)297-8599
5:00 pm Saturday: Gina Diamante (951)378.7268
8:00 am Sunday: TBA
10:15 am Sunday: TBA
TBA
Elena Gimpel (951)693.5602)
Stephen Sturk (760)443-9667)

THE NEXT TIMES FOR BAPTISM
Here are the dates for regularly-scheduled baptisms for 2015 and 2016. If there is someone in your family who is
to be baptized, please contact the Priest to arrange for instruction. Also, these will be times for all of us to reaffirm
our own baptismal vows.
FEAST DAY

2015

2016

Baptism of Jesus

Past

Saturday & Sunday, January 9 & 10

Easter Vigil *

Past

Saturday, March 26, 7:00 pm

Day of Pentecost

Past

Saturday & Sunday, May 14 & 15

Bishop’s Visitation

Past

To be determined

All Saints Day

Past

Saturday & Sunday,
November 5 & 6

*Not recommended for infants and young children

We are grateful for the opportunities we have at
Saint Thomas of Canterbury to serve our neighbors.
THANKS BE TO GOD!
Our Temecula Food Pantry Ministry is seeking more volunteers
to help us provide breakfasts on the 1st and 3rd Monday of
each month. It is easy to participate. We put your email address on our list and, as we coordinate the next breakfast, you
receive an email asking what you might be able to bring;
maybe a breakfast dish, or just some fruit, a bottle of juice,
some bagels, whatever you can. Please contact Barbara Pugh (951.264.9980
barbpugh45@att.net) if you are willing to help in this ministry, and she will add your
name to our volunteer email list.
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EVANS-BROWN MORTUARIES
"Luyben family owned and operated."
Justin Luyben

27010 Encanto Dr. • Sun City
FD# 1225 • 679-1114

Temecula Auto Repair & Radiator

Commercial • Residential • Land

CAR •TRUCK •MOTORHOME •Foreign & Domestic

Lynn Dordahl
949-637-0699 Cell
951-225-9539 Office
ldordahl@advancerea.net
• Traditional Services
• Memorial Services
• Cremations
• Veterans Packages
• Accepting Preneed
Transfers
• Pastoral Care
• Serving All Faiths
• Professional Preneed
Planning Available

England Family
Mortuary, Inc.

TEMECULA'S ONLY FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned and Operated

"Over 30 Years of Experience Helping Families in Grief."

Visit us on the web
www.EnglandFamilyMortuary.com

951-695-8555

27135 Madison Ave., Temecula, CA 92590

•Computer Diagnostic
•Fuel Injection
•Electrical Systems
•Alignments / Tires
•Preventative Maintenance
•Radiators (Wholesale)

•Computer Controls
• Tune Ups / Brakes
•Engine Rebuilding
•Air Conditioning
•Transmissions
• Fleet Service

FREE DIAGNOSTIC

Any Mechanical Diagnosis,
Free Systematic Computer Diagnosis
Offer good w/coupon

43191 Rancho Way
Temecula, CA 92590

951 694 1373 www.TemeculaRadiator.com

"Providing your
eye care needs"

A Residential Care Facility for the Elderly
Assisted Living • Dementia Care
Hospice Care • Manage Healthcare

Henry T. Oishi, O.D
31843 Rancho California Rd. Ste. 100
951.587.6500
Walk-Ins Welcome
www.eyeappealoptometry.com

Mon.-Tues. 10am-6pm Wed. 10am-5pm • Thurs. By Appt. Only
Fri. 10am-6pm • Sat. By Appt. Only

Miller -Jones
Mortuary & Crematory

Menifee Valley Cemetery
ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY (TEMECULA) / 145

Michele Mejares
Administrator

Lic. #336 405 800

951-677-0977

lafayettehomecare.com

Family Owned and Managed
Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care

26855 A-Jefferson Ave., Murrieta

698-6400

www.Miller-jones.com FD 2184

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

44651 Avenida de Missiones
Temecula, CA 92592
Phone: (951) 302-4566
Fax: (951) 302-4633
www.episcopalchurchtemecula.org
OUR MISSION AT
SAINT THOMAS OF CANTERBURY
To share Christ’s life-changing love with all people,
invite and welcome them into the membership of
the Body of Christ, and equip them for worship,
ministry and service.
SATURDAY
5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:15 am “In-Between Time”
10:15 am Holy Eucharist
10:15 am Children’s Chapel / Sunday School

Canterbury Tails is a monthly publication of Saint Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church, 44651 Avenida
de Missiones, Temecula, CA 92592. Deadline for submission of articles and announcements is the 15th of
each month. To submit information for publication, please contact the church office at (951) 302-4566, Fax
(951) 302-4633 or email to admin@episcopalchurchtemecula.org

