
CHARTER FOR: PET MINISTRY PORTFOLIO 

St. Thomas of Canterbury Episcopal Church & School 

Temecula, CA 

 

St. Thomas of Canterbury has described itself as "A Pet Friendly Mission" of the Episcopal Diocese of 

San Diego.  St. Thomas has historically made a commitment to our animal friends by inviting pets to 

attend all services, conducting an Annual Blessing of the Animals in connection with the Feast of St. 

Francis, and collecting pet food for distribution to less fortunate pet owners in need of assistance.    

 

The focus of the St. Thomas Pet Ministry is to foster and encourage stewardship of pastoral care for 

companion, farm and wild animals within the religious and ethical standards adopted and promoted 

by the Episcopal Church. The establishment of a specific and dedicated Pet Ministry is believed to be 

unique within the Diocese and the Pet Ministry strives to provide an example of how Animal 

Stewardship can be incorporated into the fabric of everyday church life and worship. 

 

The Pet Ministry supports the following goals and activities: 

 

1. Adoption and implementation of the Rites and Prayers for the Care of Beloved Animals 

developed and adopted by the Episcopal Church that “provide pastorally for people caring 

for” companion, farm, and wild animals. 

2. Incorporation of our animals in our regular worship services, including continuation and 

encouragement of a "Pet Friendly" atmosphere at church services and functions as 

appropriate. 

3. Annual Blessing of the Animals 

4. Annual Pet Fair 

5. Support of local organizations which operate for the benefit and support of animals and/or to 

encourage the symbiotic relationship between people and animals. 

6. Pet Food Collection for those in need 

7. Annual Calendar of the Pets of St. Thomas 

8. Explore creation of a "Book of Animal Prayer" 

9. Support of Animal centric Religious Services as authorized and appropriate 

10. Spread the word of God through making our special acknowledgment of our animals known to 

the community 

 

Bishop’s Committee Member for Pet Ministry: Pat Grannan 

 

Committee Members: 

 


